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Political Philosophy 
Course description 
Detailed reading of classic works from Greek antiquity and early modern political 
philosophy. Emphasis is on student discussion of the moral and political issues raised by the 
texts. 
 
Course objectives  
Basic understanding of 1) Aristotle on political life, 2) Machiavelli and the meaning of 
modern politics, 2) the classic Enlightenment theory of Hobbes, and 4) Rousseau’s critique 
of the bourgeois.  
 
Reading 
The main work for the course is the assigned reading.  It is extremely important to your 
success that you do the reading on time, prior to our discussion in class.  Since we will be 
engaged in detailed textual analysis, you are required to bring the book we are reading to 
class.   
 
The following texts, in the editions indicated, are required:   
 
Aristotle, Politics (Chicago) 
Machiavelli, The Prince (Chicago) 
Hobbes, Levianthan (Hackett) 
Rousseau, First and Second Discourses (St. Martin’s) 
 
Course requirements  
There will be four papers, each about 1500 words. Papers must be typed, double-spaced and 
consistent with the university’s policy on academic honesty.   
 
Grading    
The following 12 point scale will be used to calculate your course grade: A = 12, A- = 11, 
B+ = 10, B = 9, B- = 8, C+ = 7, C = 6, C- = 5, D+ = 4, D = 3, D- =2, F = 0. 
 
Your course grade will be computed as follows: 
Each 1500 word paper = 25% 
 
Submission of papers 
Submit a printed copy of your paper – please, no electronic submissions without prior 
approval.  
 
Late papers 
Papers are due in class. Late papers are those not received in class on the due date. Late 
papers will be penalized two grades on a twelve point scale (e.g., B+ becomes B-). Please do 
not email me your paper without prior permission. 
 
No texting or other use of technology during class 
Our focus must be on the books we are reading and our discussion of them. Laptops must 
remain closed. No texting during class.  
 
Attendance  
Attendance is required throughout the term.  If you are absent from more than three classes 
during the term, your course grade will be penalized one grade on a twelve point scale (e.g., 
A- becomes B+).  If you are absent from more than five classes during the term, your course 
grade will be penalized two grades on a twelve point scale (e.g., B becomes C+). 
 
Tentative schedule 
The class schedule is tentative and usually typically some adjustments; it is your responsibility 
to keep abreast of any changes to the reading assignments or paper due dates. 
 
Note on reading and class discussion: The reading schedule is a guide for your reading (your 
free to read ahead, of course) and gives me assurance of what you have read to date.  It does 
not mean that the discussion will be on that part of the book. Some issues require more than 
one day in class. We may return again and again to an issue that is of special attention or 
particularly problematic for the argument as a whole.  
 
T 
 
8/26 Introduction 
TH 8/28 Aristotle’s Politcs, Book I, Chapters 1-7 (1252a – 1256a) 
 
T 9/2 Politics, same discussion continued.  
 
TH 9/4 Politics, Book I, Chapters 8-13 (1256a – 1260b24) 
 
T 9/9 Politics, Book 3, Chapters 1–8 (1274b33 – 1280a6) 
 
TH 9/11 Politics, Book 3, Chapters 9–18 (1280a7 – 1288b9) 
 
T 9/16 Politics, Book 4, Chapters 1-7 (1288b10 – 1293b21) 
 
TH 9/18 Politics, Book 4, Chapters 8-12 (1293b23 – 1297a12) 
***Paper assigned 
 
T 9/23 Politics, Book VII, Chapters 1-4, 13-15 (1323a15 – 1326b25; 1331b24 – 1334b28) 
 
TH 9/25 Machiavelli, Prince, Dedicatory Letter, Chs. 1-2 
Letter to Vettori (Appendix) 
T 19/30 Prince, Chs. 3-6 
 
TH 10/2 Prince, Chs. 7-14 
 
T 10/7 Prince, Chs. 15-17 
 
TH 10/9 Fall Holiday 
 
T 10/14 Prince, Chs. 18-22 
 
TH 10/16 Prince, Chs. 23-26 
***Paper assigned 
 
T 10/21 Leviathan, Hobbes’ Introduction, Chs. 1-4 
  
TH 10/23 Leviathan, Chs. 5-6 
 
T 10/28 Leviathan, Chs. 10-12 
 
TH 10/30 Leviathan, Chs. 13-15 
 
T 11/4 Leviathan, Chs. 17-18,  
 
TH 11/6 Leviathan, Chs. 21, 24 
 
T 11/11 Leviathan, Chs. 26-30 
 
TH 11/13 Leviathan, Ch. 46 
***Paper assigned 
 
T 11/18 Rousseau, Second Discourse, Preface, 91-98  
 
TH 11/20 Second Discourse, 99-119 and RR’s notes 
 
T 11/25 Second Discourse, 119-141 and RR’s notes 
 
TH 11/27 Thanksgiving holiday 
 
T 12/2 
 
Second Discourse, 141-160 and RR’s notes 
TH 12/4 
 
Second Discourse, 161-181 and RR’s notes 
***Paper assigned 
 
T 
 
12/9 Discussion 
TH 12/11 Evaluation and discussion 
TH 12/18 ***Paper due in class at 10:30am. 
 
